Serological profile of HBV infection and liver histopathology among injecting drug users with chronic HCV infection in Greece.
The aim of this study was to evaluate the serological status of HBV infection and liver histology in chronic HCV-infected injecting drug users (IDUs) and to correlate them with the possible time of infection and the principal HCV genotype. Some 130 prior IDUs with chronic HCV infection were consecutively evaluated for the serological status of HBV infection. Fifty-eight (44.62%) reported intravenous drug use beginning before 1992 (group A) and 72 (55.38%) after 1992 (group B). HCV genotyping was available in 86 patients (PCR). Liver biopsy was performed in 48 patients (Ishak scoring system). There was no available data about alcohol consumption in the study population. Statistical analysis was based on the t-test and the chi(2) test (p<0.05). Some 82.8% of group A patients had previous HBV infection, whereas only 22.2% of group B patients did (p<0.001). Among group A patients, 10.3% were HBV-seronegative whereas 61.1% of group B patients were (p<0.001). Only 3.4% of group A patients were HBV-vaccinated compared to 16.7% in group B (p=0.016). HCV genotype was not associated with HBV serological status. No significant differences were detected in age, sex, possible time of infection, HBV serological status, or HCV genotype among those with higher vs. lower total grading scores. Seventy-five percent of patients had mild or no detectable fibrosis unrelated to the possible period of infection, the HBV serological status, and the HCV genotype. The serological profile of HBV infection is changing among Greek chronic HCV-infected IDUs, while the percentages of successfully HBV-vaccinated IDUs are relatively low. Severe liver disease is an uncommon finding in these patients, irrespective of the possible time of infection, the HBV serological status, and the HCV genotype.